Bainbridge Free Library

13 N. Main St., Bainbridge, NY 13733 (607) 967-5305
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10-5, and Saturday 10-1

February 21, 2023

Board of Education

Timothy R. Ryan, Superintendent
Bainbridge-Guilford Central School
18 Juliand Street

Bainbridge, NY 13733

Dear Mr. Ryan & Members of the Board of Education:

The Trustees of the Bainbridge Free Library request that, pursuant to Section 259 of
New York State Education Law, the Bainbridge-Guilford Central School District Board of
Education place the following proposition on the ballot for the voters at the May, 2023 School
District election:

Resolved, that pursuant to Education Law, Section 259, the Board of Education of the
Bainbridge-Guilford Central School District is authorized to levy and collect an annual tax,
year after year, separate and apart from the annual school district budget, in the amount of
$80,000.00, which shall be paid to the Bainbridge Free Library for the support and maintenance
of the library; with this appropriated amount to be the annual appropriation until thereafter
modified by a future vote of the electors of the Bainbridge-Guilford Central School District.

The above request is prompted by our desire to comply with the Board of Regents policy
that urges public libraries to shift tax support from general appropriations by towns and villages
to a direct public vote. This shift will reduce town and village appropriations for library
services and provide taxpayers with an opportunity to vote on how their local public library is
financially supported.

If the vote is successful, our library will be able to continue focusing on the importance
of early literacy development, be a source for life-long learning, and grow with our community.

We would be happy to provide you with additional information or respond to any
questions you may have regarding the above.

l.”
David Lieb ‘ &7 '
President, Board of Trustees

Bainbridge Free Library



Information pertaining to the Bainbridge Free Library seeking stable funding: -

-The Trustees of the Bainbridge Free Library are preparing to request, pursuant to
Section 259 of New York State Education Law, that the Bainbridge-Guilford Central
School District Board of Education place a funding proposition on the May 2023 ballot.

-The above request is prompted by our desire to comply with the Board of Regents
policy that urges public libraries to shift tax support from general appropriations by
towns and villages to a direct public vote. This shift will reduce town and village
appropriations for library services and provide taxpayers with an opportunity to vote on
how their local public library is financially supported.

-If the vote is successful, our library will be able to continue serving our community with
the resources and services we have provided as well as increase our services in
accordance with our long-range plan. Also, we will be able to sustain the un-funded
mandate from the State requiring our collection of titles be fully digitized into an online
catalog available for borrowers throughout the Four County Library System.

-Currently there are 31 of the 42 libraries in our Four County Library System.that have
successfully gained the much needed support from their voters with this way of public
funding. Also, more than 50% of public libraries in the United States are funded in this
manner.

-The Bainbridge Free Library is proposing to request the amount of $80,000 of public
funding. Below is the estimated tax impact:

Library tax at $80,000

Tax impact on home assessed value:
$50,000 = $21.18 additional tax per year

$100,000 = $56.36 additional tax per year
$150,000 = $84.53 additional tax per year

-The Bainbridge Free Library is the oldest operating library in Chenango County. Since
1908, the library has stood as an important hub in our community. As a testament to our
library’s valued role in the community, our number of patrons and new library users
continues to grow. The library’s book use (circulation) has increased greatly, over the
past five years, from 2,487 books borrowed in 2017 to 5,058 books borrowed in our
current Annual Report to the NY State Library Association.

-With this stable funding, we look forward to continuing our focus on the importance of
early literacy development, being a source for life-long learning, and growing with our
community.



Proposition for the School District ballot

Resolved, that pursuant to Education Law, Section 259, the Board of Education of the
Bainbridge-Guilford Central School District is authorized to levy and collect an annual
tax, year after year, separate and apart from the annual school district budget, in the
amount of $80,000.00, which shall be paid to the Bainbridge Free Library for the
support and maintenance of the library; with this appropriated amount to be the annual
appropriation until thereafter modified by a future vote of the electors of the Bainbridge-
Guilford Central School District.
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